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Annual report 2020

2020 was the year the world was hit by a pandemic. Worldwide borders were closed, international
traveling came to a stop and countries went into lockdowns to keep the Covid-19 virus from
spreading. Curacao too closed its borders and went into lockdown from March till May.

Because we greatly depend on visiting tourists and the sale of admission tickets for our parks for
our income, the pandemic has impacted the organization very much. During the lockdown and
thereafter Carmabi’s income has decreased a lot since the number of tourists visiting the parks has
dropped steeply.

Thanks to financial support from the government, we have survived up to this point. We have
paused all investments and maintenance of Carmabi property and the parks and have focused on
keeping our personnel employed. So far, we have managed to do so. Thankfully, no personnel have
been laid off.

We want to thank the government, other NGO's, volunteers, donors, and private persons, who
assisted us during these difficult times. Without all of you it would not have been feasible to
continue our work.

Despite local and international travel restrictions, a total of 48 scientists visited Carmabi to
conduct a wide variety of research projects. In addition, 118 students participated in various
courses that were taught at Carmabi bringing the total number of visitors to our science center to
166. In total 32 scientific publications were published based on work done at Carmabi in 2020.

A total of 33.667 visitors were welcomed in the Christoffel National Park in 2020. This is a decrease
of 36% compared to 2019. A total of 41.147 visitors visited the Shete Boka National Park in 2020.
This is a decrease of 55% compared to 2019. In 2020, 35.401 people visited the Hato Caves, a
decrease of 61% compared to the year before.

The education department welcomed (until the lockdown due to Covid-19) a total of 4.315 primary
school students. After the Covid-19 lockdown, all extracurricular activities (excursions) were
cancelled by the school boards. We developed new school visit programs for all grades as an
alternative for the excursions. This way guides from the education department were able to offer a
program for 3.089 elementary school students. New education activities and collaborations with
other organizations were started such as Greenkidz.

The consultancy department conducted more consultancies in 2020 compared to previous years,
resulting in much needed revenue to compensate the loss of income in the parks.

In 2020 Carmabi existed 65 years. We had planned a lot of festivities which were largely cancelled
due to the pandemic.
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There is also good news. Three new parks are in the
making! On the 27th of November we signed an
agreement with the government to manage Curacao’s
new Marine Park at East Point. This park will be
financed for 5 years by the Curacao Ports Authority
(CPA). The park is 20 kilometers long and extends 100
meters into the sea.

The Mangrove Park in Otrobanda next to the Mega
Pier is steadily progressing. The Minister of Traffic,
Transport and Urban Planning has announced that

Carmabi will be asked to manage this park.

Refineria di Korsou (RdK) has requested Carmabi to
manage the Rif St. Marie area, which is owned by RdK,
as a nature park. To improve access to this area we
requested the government to let Carmabi also manage
the adjacent Hermanus area. We have prepared a
financing proposal to find the funds to establish this
new nature park.

Thankfully, people worldwide are now being
vaccinated against Covid-19. According to government
information the Curacao population will be vaccinated
in the first half of 2021. We sincerely hope that
visitors to our parks as well as researchers and
students studying Curacao’s ecosystems will increase
again in the second half of 2021.

Paul Stokkermans
Director Carmabi
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VISITING
SCIENTISTS

48 scientists visited Carmabi in 2020. In
addition, 118 students participated in Coral
Reef Ecology courses and workshops that
were taught by Carmabi and various
universities and organizations from the
Netherlands and the United States. The
number of visiting scientists and students in
2020 was much lower compared to previous
years due to the COVID-19 outbreak and
subsequent restrictions limiting international
travel (Figure 1).
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PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

AGE 4

Thirty-two publications appeared in peer
reviewed scientific journals based on work 40

that was conducted at Carmabi making 2020 =
a productive year in terms of Carmabi’s L4 35 -
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annex 2.

FREE ADVIGE, OUTREAGH, AND
CONSULTATION

Several organizations, government departments, the
press and others received free advice and
information from the Carmabi Science Department
during the year.

We assisted in 71 cases, both oral and written. In
2020 the Carmabi Science Department was
featured/ interviewed in 94 items for international
and local TV, radio, and newspapers.

Figure 3
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Coral Live 2020

The Coral Live expedition team engaged students around the world with the wonders of the coral reefs and
the human impact on these fragile ecosystems through a series of live broadcasts from 9 to 19 November
2020 (Figure 4). Covering less than 1 percent of the marine environment, coral reefs are home to 25 percent
of marine species and important nursery habitats to edible fish. It is estimated that 1 billion people depend
on food from the reefs. Exploring this fascinating topic, Jamie Buchanan-Dunlop, educator and expedition
leader, and Ellie Mackay, science communicator, brought corals to life for classrooms around the world.

Working with researchers at the Caribbean Research and Management of Biodiversity (CARMABI) research
station, Jamie and Ellie hosted thirty interactive education broadcasts for teachers keen to bring science,
geography, and primary school learning to their classroom. Running on Digital Explorer’s YouTube Live
Channel, teachers were able to introduce their students to any of the five topics: an introduction to coral,
coral ecosystems, corals and climate change, the deep reef, and the coral adaptation. Each day of broadcasts
was dedicated to one of these themes and classes could choose from three different live broadcast formats
running twice daily, live investigations, interviews with experts and Ask-Me-Anything sessions. The program
won the Education Technology industry’s biggest award (BETT award) in 2019. The Coral Live program from
CARMARBI reached 30 thousand students (7 thousand more than in 2019) from 14 countries.

Figure 4
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Caribbean Research program receives boost of more
than 7 million euros

During the annual consultation with the Caribbean
part of the Kingdom, Ingrid van Engelshoven, the
Minister of Education, Culture and Science, has
announced that more than 7 million euros has been
awarded to two projects within the NWO program
Caribbean Research: A Multidisciplinary Approach. In
this funding round, the emphasis is on the structural
strengthening of the knowledge system and the
embedding of scientific research in the Caribbean part
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. NWO wants to
realize that objective by means of these two large
multidisciplinary research programs that will be
realized and embedded in the Caribbean region. The
research programs focus on issues that are of great
societal and scientific importance for the Caribbean
region and facilitate the transfer of knowledge via
education and outreach. This is the first time that
NWO has funded programs of this size in the Dutch
Caribbean.

The two awarded projects are: (1) SEALINK with program chair: Prof dr Mark Vermeij (University of
Amsterdam, CARMABI Curacao). The SEALINK Program will create the first comprehensive
understanding of ocean pollution and coral reef health in the Dutch Caribbean. They will follow water
and pollutants (including sewage, fertilizer, and human pathogens) from land to sea, and track how water
motion and marine organisms move and change these substances. This information will be used in
computer simulations to create new conservation scenarios with community input. SEALINK will also
study how community members use scientific information, which will help improve coral reef education
and conservation globally.

The second program is “Island(er)s at the Helm” with program chair Dr Francio Guadeloupe (Royal
Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies KITLV; University of Amsterdam). Since
the first occupation of the islands, hurricanes and the devastation of coastal areas have significant
ecological and social implications for the (Dutch) Caribbean. These are deeply impacting the basic living
conditions (water, food, shelter) and heritage of the island inhabitants. This requires immediate action!
Island(er)s at the Helm brings together researchers and societal partners to combine technical,
traditional, and contemporary knowledge practices to co-create sustainable and inclusive strategies for
social adaptation to these climatic challenges. In parallel, a trans-Atlantic academic platform and
regional expertise center, will be developed fostering research-based education on climate challenges
for the islands.

Source: NWO
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Movie on coral rearing research on Curacao wins prize

Genetic diversity is critical for wildlife health,
especially for animals that are impacted by a changing
environment. A biodiverse population of coral is better
equipped to endure environmental pressures, like
warming waters, because it is more likely that some
individuals will have genetic variations to help them
adapt and survive. Maintaining genetic diversity among
corals can be challenging. The adults are attached to a
sea bottom, while the floating larvae are restricted by
ocean currents and the space available to settle. This
limits the number of genes that can be shared among
corals. For example, the eastern population of elkhorn
coral in Curacao would not naturally meet and
reproduce with the western population in Florida. One
population might have advantageous traits that could
help corals survive warming waters, so how can two
separate populations come together?

Scientists are creating these long-distance romances by
taking coral sperm from one area and introducing it to
coral eggs from another area. This process is called
assisted gene flow. However, corals from the same
species that live far apart do not always spawn at the
same time.

R

SPAWNING HOPE
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To overcome this obstacle, Smithsonian scientists
developed an advanced reproductive technique,
called sperm cryopreservation.

They first collect and freeze coral sperm to
preserve it. Then, they can transport the
cryopreserved sperm, thaw it and introduce it to
fresh eggs when the time is right. For the first
time, the researchers tested assisted gene flow on
corals using frozen sperm to match for example
the Curacaoan and Florida populations of elkhorn
corals. The young elkhorns that resulted are
currently thriving under human care in Florida.
The success of this first trial introduces a brand-
new tool for coral restoration and the future
survival of the ocean’s reefs. This project took
place on Curacao and was lucky enough to be
filmed by Roshan Patel who won the International
Wildlife Film Festival 2020 (Figure 5) with his
short film that can be found through:
https://youtu.be/3Bko2bhQgGO0

Source: Smithsonian's National Zoo
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Curacao might become the home of an underwater research
facility

Ocean explorer and environmentalist Fabien Cousteau--
grandson of Jacques-Yves Cousteau--announced his vision for
PROTEUS™, the world's most advanced underwater scientific
research station (Figure 6) and habitat to address humanity's
most critical concerns: medicinal discoveries, food
sustainability, and the impacts of climate change. PROTEUS™ is
conceived as the underwater version of the International Space
Station and provides a platform for global collaboration
amongst the world's leading researchers, academics,
government agencies, and corporations to advance science to
benefit the future of the planet. Proposed as the largest and
most technologically advanced underwater station ever built,
PROTEUS™ will grant scientists and aquanauts the time to Figure 6
conduct continuous night and day diving and data collection.

PROTEUS™ will enable the discovery of new species of marine life, create a better understanding of how climate
change affects the Ocean, and allow for testing of advanced technologies for green power, aquaculture, and
robotic exploration. PROTEUS™ will be located off Curacao, at a depth of 60 feet (3 atmospheres), in richly
biodiverse marine-protected water. Dr. |.S (Steven) Martina, Minister of Economic Development for Curacao,
stated: "We are delighted to be home to PROTEUS™. Our incredible Caribbean Sea holds immense riches yet to
be fully discovered. The economic potential of having the first underwater space station located in Curacao's
waters is enormous, from job creation to tourism." PROTEUS™'s strategic partners include Northeastern
University, Rutgers University, and CARMABI.

Source: The Curacao Chronicle
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Evaluation of vegetation development on the Dutch Caribbean islands

Vegetation scientists from Wageningen Environmental Research and Carmabi visited Bonaire to study the
succession of the vegetation. Several plots that were described 20 years ago were resurveyed.

The study is part of a project in which quantitative historical data on the terrestrial habitats of the Dutch
Caribbean islands are brought together and historical inventories are repeated. The evaluation of the
conservation status of the terrestrial habitat types of the Dutch Caribbean islands clearly showed the poor
status of many terrestrial plant communities, because of overgrazing and urban development. Repeating
vegetation maps and vegetation plot descriptions (so-called vegetation relevés) provide insight in the
vegetation succession under different environmental conditions.

A similar study in the Christoffel National Park on Curacao showed the quick development of evergreen
wooded plants once goats have been removed. On Bonaire, relict populations of the rare and most
endangered wooden species were mainly seen on the middle and high limestone terraces, in areas that are
seriously threatened by urban development plans. Wageningen Environmental Research and Carmabi are
digitizing historical vegetation descriptions and maps and have started to resurvey plots on the Dutch
Caribbean islands. Vegetation relevés are stored in a digital database that will be made available through the
Dutch Caribbean Biodiversity Database website (www.dcbd.nl).

Source: The Curacao Chronicle

WUR and CARMABI researchers studying Bonaire's vegetation; visible on the right is the Bonaire palm (Sabal lougheediana).
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Landscape ecological vegetation map of St. Maarten

The landscape ecological vegetation map of the island of
St. Maarten (figure 7) was published as part of the
vegetation report series for the six Dutch Caribbean
islands. The report describes the distribution of main
vegetation types and serve as an essential tool in future
biodiversity science, conservation, management,
monitoring and land-use planning on St. Maarten.

Based on 56 vegetation plots sampled in 1999, a total of
four main and eleven sub-landscape types were
distinguished. The most dominant landscape type was the
hilly landscape type (seven sub-landscapes). Compared to
the 1950’s the total vegetated surface of St. Maarten has
declined severely from 67% to 42%, and five vegetation
types have disappeared alltogether. Goat grazing is high,
especially in a “new” vegetation type that has developed
and is largely comprised of the invasive plants Leucaena
leucocephala (jumbie bean, lead tree) and Antigonon
leptopus (coral vine).

Urbanization and touristic development, uncontrolled
livestock grazing, invasive plant species and hurricane
impacts mostly contributed to the degradation of natural
landscapes and vegetation. To halt such declines, it is
recommended to implement land-use planning and
designate protected areas, limit and control roaming
livestock, legally protect endangered and ecologically
critical plant species, connect protected areas through
ecological corridors, implement measures to control and
limit invasive species and implement long-term vegetation
monitoring to determine the effectiveness of such
measures.

PAGE 10
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SELEGTED PROJEGTS 2020

Digital herbarium and plant distribution

Curacao’srich flora has been extensively studied in 2020 as to
expand Carmabi’s herbarium with new species. Herbaria are Fi!lllre 8
essential to correctly identify different plant species. To increase
the accessibility to this collection, a digital herbarium was created.
The digital herbarium provides readily available and accurate
pictures of the native plant species of Curacao (figure 8), including
pictures of all different parts and life stages (e.g., leaves, fruits,
seeds, seedlings) of each species. In 2021 the digitizing of the
physical herbarium will continue and made available for research
purposes.

The creation of the digital herbarium is strongly related to the
research on the distribution of flora of the Dutch Caribbean, a
collaborative research between Carmabi and Wageningen
University and Research (WUR). This project will provide
distribution maps for all plant species in the Dutch Caribbean based Flower of Sophora tomentosa.
on historic and recently collected plant distribution data. All data is

currently stored in the Carmabi GIS library and will be made

available through the Global Biodiversity Information Facility

(GBIF) and the vegetation database for the Dutch Caribbean

(‘CACTUS’) that is managed by Carmabi and WUR. This project will

continue in 2021.

Savonet and Christoffel mountain.
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Vegetation Mapping of the Christoffel Park

Figure 9

Carmabi promotes the use of native plants for gardens and
landscaping purposes as an alternative to frequently used
non-native plants. Compared to imported, non-native
plants, native plants have lower water and pesticide
requirements and provide habitat and food to Curacao’s
wildlife. To promote the use of native plants Carmabi has
upgraded its native plant nursery at Savonet (figure 9) and
increased both the number of species and the number of
plants in the nursery. The nursery program also provides
plants to actively restore degraded natural areas on
Curacao and serves as a location to study the conditions for
successful seed germination of native plant species. Over
80 native plant species (of total 541 plant species occurring

on Curacao) including endemic and endangered species, are
currently being cultivated in the native plant nursery. Construction of the updated native plant nursery at Savonet.

Highlights of the native plant nursery activities are the germination of the for Curacao and Bonaire endemic
plant species Myrcia currassavica (figure 10), for Curacao endemic palm species Sabal antillensis and
internationally protected Guaiacum sanctum.

Also, the beautiful shrubs Lantana camara and Erithalis fruticosa were successfully germinated. More common

species like Acaciella glauca, Bourreria succulenta, Cordia dentata, Guapira fragrans (figure 11), Handroanthus
billbergii, Ruprechtia coriacea and Caesalpinia coriaria were successfully cultivated from seeds in large numbers.

Figure 11
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Figure 10
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Native plant nursery

Native plant sales increased in 2020 and many projects bought
Carmabi’s native plants (e.g., Tiny Forest Klein College (figure 12,
Uniek Curacao and Greening the desert) or consulted Carmabi for
advice on the use of native plants.

The cultivated native plants were also highlighted during the sale
of the plant box: 'Christoffelpark den chiki' (figure 13), a
collection of 5 different native plant species. The plant box
provides people with a selection of beautiful and ecologically
important native plant species for use in their garden to recreate
a mini Christoffel Park at home. The plant box sale was well
received and successfully promoted the use of native plants;
request have come in for additional plant boxes and for this
reason the sale of the plant boxes will again take place in 2021.

Plant boxes 'Christoffelpark den chiki'.
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Figure 12

Planting of tiny forest at primary school Klein College.

Figure 13
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The consultancy department provides ecological .
. S . Figure 14

advice, conducts biological inventories, formulates

conservation priorities and management plans of

natural areas, National Parks and ecological

reforestation practices.

Throughout the year the department was
consulted on numerous occasions for information,
assistance, or advice on different topics, including
species identification, information on protective
status of flora and fauna and invasive species.

Mangrovepark Rif | and I1.

E, - "~ Figure15

The consultancy department assisted the
National Parks with general management
advice. The department also helped to prepare
management agreements and plans of the
National Parks currently in development such
as the ‘Mangrovepark Rif | and I’ (figure 14)
and the ‘Rif St. Marie - Hermanus National
Park’ (figure 15).

View on Seru Largu, Rif St. Marie. Flglll'e 16

The department invested time and efforts to digitize
historic data into usable formats as part of the digital
CARMABI library. The library includes a dedicated
geographic information system (GIS) section for the
Dutch Caribbean, focusing on all aspects of the
natural world of Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao and Saba,
St. Eustatius, and St. Maarten, and includes for
example information on geology, soil, vegetation,
protected areas, Digital Elevation Models, and
benthic maps as well as historic maps and aerial
imagery (figure 16).

Smartphone application for infield use of Carmabi's GIS library.
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SELEGTED PROJECTS 2020

Biological inventory of military practice and firing range Wacawa, Curacao

CARMARBI’s consultancy department was requested by Dutch Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations
(BZK) to conduct a biological inventory of selected areas of the former plantation and current military
practice and firing range Wacawa (figure 17). Surveys were conducted to assess the current state of
vegetation, avifauna and the Curacao white-tailed deer.

The results of the inventory have indicated the suitability of one of the designated bivouac areas for
development, but not the other due to the presence of a large and ecologically important seasonal gully
(locally known as rooi) and the presence of multiple deer. A follow-up study is already approved by the
ministry of BZK for the period 2021-2022. This study will focus on the state of vegetation and deer
population of the former plantation and current military practice and firing range Wacawa and will be a
collaboration of Carmabi and Wageningen University and Research

Figure 17

View on military practice and firing range Wacawa.
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consultancy department

SELEGTED PROJEGTS 2020

Inventory of vegetation of Bolivia, Bonaire

As part of the planning phase for the future development of Bolivia, Bonaire, Carmabi’s consultancy
department was requested by Plantage Bolivia N.V. to conduct an inventory of vegetation of the
former plantation (figure 18). Bolivia measures around 3000 hectares and comprises a significant
part of Bonaire’s natural areas.

Results of the inventory have indicated that the vegetation of Bolivia is, and has been, severely
impacted by past and current anthropogenic pressures and the grazing of introduced herbivorous
animals (i.e., goats and donkeys) and the felling of trees to produce charcoal or lumber. However,
areas of more developed vegetation have been identified and marked as conservation priorities for
the preservation and conservation of Bolivia and Bonaire in general.

Figure 18

View on the lower terrace of former plantation Bolivia, Bonaire.
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MONITORING AGTIVITIES

Turtle monitoring

The activities of nesting turtles were monitored in
the Shete Boka National Park and at Boka Grandi in
the Christoffel Park. Four visits of the sandy beaches
of the Shete Boka National Park were made per week
during the nesting season (May to December). Almost
all nests were encountered early in the season in
2020 as mainly Green turtles (Chelonia mydas) were
observed nesting, a species that lays eggs earlier in
the year compared to other species such as Hawksbill
turtles (Eretmochelys imbricata).

Track of Green turtle in the Shete Boka National Park.

Curacao White-tailed deer

The Curacao White-tailed deer (Odocoileus
virginianus curassavicus) population was
monitored in the Christoffel Park using
wildlife cameras during the first half of 2020
(figure 19). Different locations with high
occurrence of deer have been identified, such
as the rooi systems of the Christoffel Park.
There is evidence for the seasonal movement
of the deer from and to these locations, most
likely linked to seasonal changes in food
availability.

Wildlife camera image of Curacao White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus curassavicus).

Figure 20

Vegatation Shete Boka

The vegetation of the Shete Boka National Park
(figure 20) was semi-quantitively described similar
to the landscape ecological vegetation maps of the
Dutch Caribbean islands. Based on historic survey
locations from the Curacao vegetation map (Beers
et al., 1997) this survey provides information on
the changes in vegetation types and abundance

through time at this location.
The vegetation of the Shete Boka National Park was semi-quantitively described.



PAGE 18
parkmanagement

The Parks Department of Carmabi is responsible for the
management of the Christoffel National Park (which includes
the Savonet Museum) and Shete Boka National Park. The
management of the Hato Caves is outsourced to Indian Caves
BV.

The parks are among the most popular attractions on the
island for locals and tourists. The Christoffel National Park
compromises ~ 2300 ha. of protected land and has the highest .

L. L. i . . . Waterfall due to heavy rain in Christoffel National Park.
biodiversity in the ABC islands, including several endemic picture: Hubert de Palm.
species.

The Shete Boka National Park is a coastal stretch of land consisting of 7 large bokas inlets and covers 175
ha. Aside from its importance as a turtle nesting site, the Shete Boka National Park offers spectacular
views of the incoming waves and rock formations along the island’s northern coast.

The Hato Cave is the biggest and most prominent cave on the island. Alongside its eminent beauty the
Hato Caves offers a glimpse into the rich history of Curacao, from the remains of petroglyphs to its
importance as former sanctuary for runaway slaves.

Boka Grandi during sunset at the Christoffel National Park. Picture: Gail Johnson.
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The global pandemic and the (precautionary) measures taken with regards to the crisis had major
consequences for Curacao and for the Parks Department of CARMABI. The Christoffel National Park, the
Shete Boka National Park as well as the Hato Caves were forced to close their doors during the total
lockdown period between March 28th and May 11th. The subsequent reopening of the borders and the
restart of ‘business as usual’ in the new normal have had a positive effect on the visitor numbers. Although
the visitor numbers have not (yet) reached their former extent, the Parks Department remains hopeful for
improvements in 2021.

One of the submitted pictures for the Photo Contest taken in the Christoffel National Park. Picture by Gail Johnson.
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OVERALL VISITOR
STATISTICS

Christoffel Park FIGURE 21
The Christoffel National park offers a variety o0 TR N R e e

of recreational activities to its visitors such as 5000

hiking, mountain climbing, camping and s000

guided tours such as jeep safaris, bird 400

watching and deer watching. In 2020 the 3000 ——019
Christoffel National park welcomed 33.667 2000 o
visitors which is a decrease of 36% compared 1000

to 2019 in which 52.449 visitors visited the ¢ 5 T
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After the lockdown the Christoffel National

park introduced different special activities

and special reduced rates to attract more

local visitors to the park. FIGURE 22

Total Visitors 2020 vs 2019 Shete Boka

Shete Boka Park

National park Shete Boka welcomed 41.147 o
visitors in 2020. This is a decrease of 55% o
compared to 2019 in which 91.694 visitors
visited the park. (Figure 22)
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Hato Caves Total Visitors 2020 vs 2019 Hato Caves
35.401 visitors visited the Hato Caves o
in 2020. This is a decrease of 61% 10000
compared to 2019 in which the Hato a000
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Projects. (Figure 23) o
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Manganese Mine Project

The Manganese mine trail will be a new
guided tour option in the Christoffel
National Park. The tour will constitute of
a guided hike through the manganese
mine and the ruins of the Newtown Mine

Buildings built by entrepreneur John
Godden in the 19th century.

The New Town Ruins which will be part of the new Manganese Mine trail.

Children’s Playground

A children’s playground has been added to
the picnic area in the Christoffel National
Park known as the ‘Mahokkenbos’. The
Parks Department used the help of students
who have volunteered to help build the
playground.

Our student-worker at the Children’s playground Mahokkenbos.
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PROJEGTS

Donkey carriage restored - Open air museum

The wooden donkey carriage which is part of
the Savonet Museum’s open-air exhibition has
been restored by the Dutch army. The
carriage is now on show next to the horse
stalls at Savonet.

" St et e ic by

The restored horse carriage.

The first user of the new charging station.

Electric car charging station Savonet

A charging station has been installed on the
parking lot of Savonet. The charging station is
open to the public.
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Savonet Museum

An antique sewing Machine was donated
to the Savonet Museum. The sewing
machine is on display in the ‘workers’
section of the Savonet Museum.

The new Landcruiser.
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Mr. en Mrs. Martes and Kenneth Tromp.

Landcruiser

A second hand landcruiser was donated to
Carmabi by the Royal Navy of the Dutch
Kingdom (Koninklijke Marine). The landcruiser
will be used for safari tours in the parks. This
extra touring car makes it possible to organize
more tours.
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All 2020 events had to be cancelled or
postponed due to Covid-19 measures. As a
result, all planned park events such as the
yearly Savonet Race, open Museum day,
open Christoffel day, ‘Vierdaagse’ Curacao
and Rayla Scavenger Hunt had to be
cancelled.

View from Christoffel Mountain. Picture: Benji Saxx.

New Tour: ‘Car Safari’

As part of the ‘new normal’ the Christoffel national park has introduced a new Safari tour:
the bring-your-own-car safari. Participants can enjoy a safari tour from the comfort of
their own car.

This way participants get to enjoy a guided tour through the park with their friends and
families while also staying safe and minding the Covid-19 hygiene practices.

DISCOVER
THE CHRISTOFFEL
NATIONAL PARK

l/,/

AN

NEW TOUR!
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MAINTENANGE

Restorations in Christoffel Park

Despite the Covid-19 measures the Parks
Department has continued to carry out its regular
park maintenance. This includes the maintenance of
hiking trails, car routes, park signs, platforms etc.

A lake formed in the park due to the heavy rain.

Restoration protective fence Indian drawings

The Indian drawings in the Christoffel National
Park are part of the national heritage. The
preservation hereof is of great importance. The
protective fence that protects the drawings from
vandalism was in poor condition and needed to be
replaced. Restoration works were initiated in
November 2020.

The restored protective fence at the Indian drawings .

Removal of Tower wreckage Seru Gracia

The wreck of a signal tower has been
removed from the hill drop of Seru
Gracia. The wreckage has been fully
removed by the Dutch Army who have
cut, lifted, and transported the
wreckage to a local scrapyard.

View at the Christoffel Mountain.
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Restoration of Shete Boka Platform

The Platform at Boka Tabla has been completely
restored as part of the periodical maintenance
schedule. Shete Boka guests can once again enjoy
the spectacular view of the northern coast and
incoming waves on a safe distance on the platform.

The restored platform at Shete Boka (Boka Tabla).

Adjustment Museum lighting

The halogen spotlights in the museum have been
replaced by more modern and energy-efficient

LED spotlights. The museum now features better
illumination for the museum’s objects on display.

The new spotlights in the Savonet Museum

Painting job restaurant and bar Christoffel National Park

The restaurant and bar building have been painted
(indoor and outdoor) as part of the preparatory work
for the reopening of the restaurant at the Christoffel
National Park, the dining (picnic) tables have been
cleaned and restored and the patio covering has been
cleaned and varnished.

The freshly painted bar, ready to be used.



nature & environment education department

Our Nature and Environment Education Department (NME) is
responsible for educational programs for primary school children
and high school students.

The activities of Carmabi’s education program include:

. Terrestrial Education Program: tours to teach children
about terrestrial nature at Savonet, Christoffel Park and the
areas of Daaibooi & Shete Boka.

. Marine Education Program: tours to teach children about
Curacao’s marine nature at the Marine Education Center at
Piscadera.

. School visits supporting education. For primary education
we have lessons with microscopes (‘microworld’) and the program
‘environmental challenges’ for high school education.

. Providing teaching materials to primary schools (FO) and
high schools (VO).

. Support high school students with thesis/ paper/ practical
assignments on topics related to (marine) biology.

. Various other activities to increase general awareness, such
as Shark Week, Full Moon Walks, Marine Education Center Open
House and participating in school projects and interviews.

NME vacation plan.

NME school visit.
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nature & environment education

PARTIGIPATION

Education Program

As aresult of the restrictions in connection with the COVID pandemic, all extracurricular
activities (bus transport and excursions) have been cancelled by the school boards as from March
16, 2020. The restrictions were later extended till the end of 2020. Instead of excursions, we
developed a school visiting program as an alternative. In 2020 in total 7404 elementary school
enjoyed an educational program. For 4315 children (before the COVID restrictions) we did offer
an excursion on location and during the COVID restrictions 3089 children attended a school visit
program.

As a result of the lock-down, several activities have been canceled, but the special situation has
also resulted in new activities and collaboration with other organizations.

NME Guides at Berg Carmel College.


































































